New Reporting Achievement Level Descriptors 
Question Guide for California Parents and Families
California has adopted new reporting achievement level descriptors (ALDs) and labels. The purpose of this change is to help students, their families, and the public better understand student achievement on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) English language arts, math, and science assessments. 
These new labels make test results easier to understand. Score reports will show that your child demonstrates Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Developing (Level 2), or Minimal (Level 1) understanding of the material covered in the grade level they just finished. You can use this guide to engage with your child and their teacher to learn more about the new ALDs, the test, your child’s experiences, and how scores are used by your child’s teacher and school to make decisions.
Questions to Ask Your Child
· How did the test feel for you? What do you feel you did well on? What parts felt most challenging?
· Did anything in your score surprise you?
· Did the test reflect the work you do in class? Why or why not?
· Based on your results, what is something you want to keep working on?
· What would you like your teacher (and family) to understand about how you learn and how the test felt?
· What support—from school or home—would help you most right now?
Questions to Ask Your Child’s Teacher
· What is a summative assessment, and why does my child take it?
· What do the achievement levels mean, and how should I interpret my child’s results?
· What does the score tell me about my child’s learning?
· Why do the achievement levels have different names or descriptions than last year? Has the test or the way it is scored changed?
· How do these results match what my child does in class?
· What other information do you use, besides test results, to understand my child’s learning?
· How are these results used to support students, and what are the next steps for my child?
· What can we do at home or school to help my child keep learning?
Additional information and resources can be found on the Reporting Achievement Level Descriptors web page.
