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This document—grouped by standard and subject matter—provides an elementary, middle school, and high school lesson plan aligned with an English Language Development (ELD) standard. These lessons are recommended by experts and are available to supplement classroom instruction. 
To access these lesson plans and other Tools for Teachers resources, an account is needed, which educators can obtain through self-registration, described in the How to Self-Register for Tools for Teachers flyer, or through their testing coordinator. 
ELD Standard
PII—LEARNING ABOUT HOW ENGLISH WORKS
· B. Expanding and Enriching Ideas: Using nouns/verbs and nouns/verb phrases to create precision and clarity, and expanding ideas
· 3: Using verbs and phrases

ELA Instructional Resource
Slice and Dice your Words: Precise Language Matters
Grade Level: 8
Description: Students discover the power of word choice and the impact precise language can have on the communication of ideas when writing narrative texts.
This lesson supports English learners by making intentional word choice visible and providing opportunities to practice selecting precise vocabulary to strengthen meaning. Students will practice using descriptive language, sensory details, and varied sentence structures, as well as language for explaining and justifying their word choices in both discussion and writing.
Math Instructional Resource
How Can a Square Be a Rectangle? Attributes of Shapes - Instructional Resource
Grade Level: 3
Description: Students contribute to identifying quadrilaterals in class, group, and partner discussions—including sustained dialogue, adding relevant information, and utilizing verbs and verb phrase when discussing the attributes of different types of quadrilaterals. Collaborative group work and guided questioning provide opportunities to explain reasoning and practice using academic language. 
Science Instructional Resource
It’s Getting Hot In Here
Grade Level: High School
Description: Through peer discourse and poster development, students expand and refine their explanations of energy transfer by using precise academic language and elaborated phrases to clarify relationships within systems. Hands-on lab activities, visuals, and diagrams help make abstract concepts like thermal energy more concrete and understandable.
ELD Standard
PII—LEARNING ABOUT HOW ENGLISH WORKS
· B. Expanding and Enriching Ideas: Using nouns/verbs and nouns/verb phrases to create precision and clarity, and expanding ideas
· 4: Using nouns and noun phrases

ELA Instructional Resource
Fun, More Fun, Most Fun! Using Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs
Grade Level: 3
Description: In this 30-minute lesson, students work to identify, recognize and use adjectives and adverbs. This lesson supports English learners by explicitly teaching how words change to compare and describe. Students practice using comparative and superlative forms (e.g., bigger, biggest; more quickly, most quickly) as well as language for describing, comparing, and explaining their thinking in both speaking and writing.
Math Instructional Resource
The Best Deal: Using Linear Equations - Instructional Resource
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students explore variables using variables to represent unknown quantities in a real-world scenario. As a project coordinator, students are asked to collect quotes from three contractors to present to a client. Collaborative discussions, guided questioning, and scaffolded supports provide opportunities to practice using academic language while developing mathematical understanding
Science Instructional Resource
All Systems Go!
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students create an argument both orally and in writing, using evidence, to support the idea that the body is a system and has interacting subsystems. With the aid of a word wall, sentence frames and a gallery walk, students discuss evidence with each other. Students write an argument from the evidence collected from the physical model or evidence cards connecting this with their initial claim and reasoning.


ELD Standard
PII—LEARNING ABOUT HOW ENGLISH WORKS
· B. Expanding and Enriching Ideas: Using nouns/verbs and nouns/verb phrases to create precision and clarity, and expanding ideas
· 5: Modifying to add details
ELA Instructional Resource
Show and Tell: Writing Dialogue and Details
Grade Level: 3
Description: In this 35-minute lesson, students will analyze passages to understand how details and dialogue show what is happening in a story and what characters are thinking and feeling. Students will then apply this understanding as they write their own passages. Students practice using dialogue and descriptive details with sentence frames to express ideas.
Math Instructional Resource
Function Card Sort: Compare Properties of Function
Grade Level: High School
Description: Students communicate how to compare functions represented in different ways. This activity includes linear, quadratic, cubic, and absolute value equations, and the comparison focuses on the type of function, intercepts, and end behavior(s) when graphed. Collaborative activities and guided questioning provide opportunities to explain reasoning and practice using academic language.
Science Instructional Resource
Shake It Up!
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students use specific observations to clearly prove that energy is always moving into or out of an object when it changes. After participating in collaborative activities, students express their learning by writing a final scientific argument that incorporates feedback gathered from interactions with their classmates. Academic language is supported by anchor charts, sentence frames, hands-on investigations, models, and visuals to help make abstract concepts like thermal and kinetic energy more concrete and understandable.
You can find other ELD Aligned Resource documents on the CAASPP and ELPAC Tools for Teachers Resources page.
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