


ELD Aligned Instructional Resources 
Part I B. 5–8
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This document—grouped by standard and subject matter—provides an elementary, middle school, and high school lesson plan aligned with an English Language Development (ELD) standard. These lessons are recommended by experts and are available to supplement classroom instruction. 
To access these lesson plans and other Tools for Teachers resources, an account is needed, which educators can obtain through self-registration, described in the How to Self-Register for Tools for Teachers flyer, or through their testing coordinator. 
ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· B. Interpretive: Comprehension and analysis of written and spoken texts
· 5: Listening actively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts 

ELA Instructional Resource
Finding The Key (Details): Identifying Central Ideas in an Oral Presentation Using Key Details
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students identify key details in oral presentations and use them to determine the central idea. Students should be able to listen to an oral presentation and take notes. When reading a text, students identify key details and synthesize them to determine the central idea.
This lesson supports English learners by providing structured listening and note-taking opportunities that help students focus on key information and build comprehension of academic language. Partner discussions and sentence frames can further support students in using academic language to explain the central idea and justify their thinking.
Math Instructional Resource
Is This Price Right?
Grade Level: 7
Description: Students determine the price of items, amount of tip on a bill, percentage of commission earned and the price of markdown items. This is designed to deepen students' knowledge of using proportional relationships to solve multi-step, real-world percent problems. Students contribute to class, group, and partner discussions through asking questions, adding relevant information, and paraphrasing key ideas. Structured strategies such as Think-Pair-Share and guided practice provide opportunities to discuss and explain problem-solving using academic language.
Science Instructional Resource
Rocking Newton’s Cradle
Grade Level: 8
Description: Students explore how a Newton’s cradle shows the relationship between mass (weight) and height. Students discuss their observations within their groups using visuals for support. Collaborative group work and repeated opportunities to predict, test, and refine ideas support both conceptual understanding and language development.
ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· [bookmark: _Hlk218697608]B. Interpretive: Comprehension and analysis of written and spoken texts
· 6: Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language
ELA Instructional Resource
Wandering and Finding: Figurative Language
Grade Level: HS
Description: In this 20-minute inquiry lesson, students interpret the meaning and impact of figurative language through close reading of a poem.
This lesson supports English learners by making figurative language explicit through guided analysis, helping students unpack meaning that may not be immediately clear. Opportunities for discussion and written response support students in using academic language to explain how figurative language contributes to the overall meaning of the poem.
Math Instructional Resource
Can You Relate? What is the Relationship/Pattern in a Scatter Plot? 
Grade Level: 8
Description: In this 20-minute lesson, students learn to interpret scatter plots through a real-world contexts using visuals to make abstract concepts more understandable. After investigation, students practice determining how meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly using precise language as they are asked to cite and explain the details that support their predictions and interpretations.  Sentence frames, word banks, and structured discussions provide support for explaining patterns using academic language
Science Instructional Resource
Earth’s Evolving Systems
Grade Level: High School
Description: Students explore how Earth’s four spheres—the land, water, air, and living things—are connected. Students determine how meaning is conveyed explicitly through scientific descriptions, labels, and visuals, and implicitly through cause-and-effect relationships across Earth systems. Using structured strategies such as Notice/Wonder, Think-Pair-Share, and Word Wall, students participate in discussions, analyze images, and write evidence-based explanations using content-specific language in context.

ELD Standard
PI—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· B. Interpretive: Comprehension and analysis of written and spoken texts
· 7: Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and opinions with details or reasons depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area
ELA Instructional Resource
What’s the Point of View? Examine Word Choices to Identify the Author's Point of View
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students read informational texts, examine the author's word choices, and determine the author's point of view. In the handouts students complete challenge items to identify an appeal to emotion, logic, or ethics and explain how those language choices shape meaning and convey the author's purpose. 
This lesson supports English learners by making the author’s language choices explicit and helping students build the academic vocabulary needed to talk about persuasion. Through structured opportunities to discuss their thinking, students also practice using academic language to explain ideas, which strengthens both their comprehension and language development.
Math Instructional Resource
Are You Rational or Irrational: Identifying Rational and Irrational Numbers 
Grade Level: 8
Description: In this 30-minute direct-instruction lesson, students discover the definitions of rational and irrational numbers using a card sort activity.  Students work in teams to read and evaluate the information on the cards, share their opinions, and negotiate how they sort the cards into two categories using precise mathematical language. Group work, sentence supports, and collaborative strategies like Think-Pair-Share provide opportunities to practice mathematical reasoning and language in a supportive environment.
Science Instructional Resource
Data Detectives
Grade Level: 4
Description: Students collect and evaluate evidence by mapping and plotting earthquake activity to observe patterns and draw conclusions. Using evidence, students make a scientific claim supported by evidence and reasoning about how earthquakes result from plate movement and cause significant changes to Earth’s surface. Formative assessment strategies like Notice/Wonder and Think-Pair-Share, along with sentence frames, help students discuss ideas and develop academic language.
ELD Standard
PI—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· B. Interpretive: Comprehension and analysis of written and spoken texts
· 8: Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for specific purposes (to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area
ELA Instructional Resource
It’s Not Just for Literature: Figurative Language in Informational Texts
Grade Level: 8
Description: Students read informational texts and identify literal versus figurative language. They develop their understanding of word relationships and nuances in meaning while explaining both verbally and in writing the impact of figurative language on the meaning of the text. 
This lesson supports English learners by explicitly teaching how figurative language differs from literal meaning, helping students make sense of nonliteral expressions they may not encounter in everyday language. Structured opportunities to explain their thinking also support students in developing academic vocabulary and practicing language needed to describe how meaning is shaped in a text.
Math Instructional Resource
From Story to Parabola: Identify Key Features of a Quadratic Function Modeling a Real-World Situation 
Grade Level: HS
Description: In this exploratory activity, students participate in a scavenger hunt to deepen their understanding of writing and analyzing key features of quadratic functions and how they represent real-world contexts. Students focus on analyzing the mathematical language to explain their reasoning using precise vocabulary and appropriate language resources.  Collaborative activities and visual supports like graphs, calculators, and whiteboards provide opportunities to practice explaining reasoning and deepen understanding.
Science Instructional Resource
Just Because We Can, Should We?
Grade Level: 8
Description: Students explore how new genetic technologies can edit DNA to treat disease, change food, and affect future generations of organisms. Students analyze how scientific and ethical vocabulary is used to explain and evaluate genetic technologies, requiring them to explain how language choices shape the purpose and argument of the discussion. Visual supports such as charts, tables, and posted statements help make complex ideas about ethics and science more accessible.
You can find other ELD Aligned Resource documents on the CAASPP and ELPAC Tools for Teachers Resources page.	
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