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This document—grouped by standard and subject matter—provides an elementary, middle school, and high school lesson plan aligned with an English Language Development (ELD) standard. These lessons are recommended by experts and are available to supplement classroom instruction. 
To access these lesson plans and other Tools for Teachers resources, an account is needed, which educators can obtain through self-registration, described in the How to Self-Register for Tools for Teachers flyer, or through their testing coordinator. 
ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· A. Collaborative: Engagement in dialogue with others
· 1: Exchanging information and ideas with others through oral collaborative conversations on a range of social and academic topics

ELA Instructional Resource
Silliest Sentences: Using Conjunctions
Grade Level: 3
Description: The teacher models the use of academic vocabulary with an anchor chart and flow chart. Students then work in small groups to create “silly sentences” by combining two clauses with a conjunction during a card-sorting activity. Students demonstrate understanding of academic vocabulary and sentence structure by producing connected clauses using appropriate conjunctions, showing their ability to apply language in context.

	
Math Instructional Resource
Logic & Reasoning: School Lunch Budget
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students practice critiquing the arguments of others and using stated assumptions, definitions, and prior results to test and support their own reasoning. Students create a new lunch menu based on budget constraints and student preferences, using the Three Reads strategy and collaborating to make visual displays that show their evidence. Students explain and justify their reasoning using academic language and precise vocabulary, demonstrating understanding of concepts and the structure of arguments in context.
Science Instructional Resource
Twins? Prove It!
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students explore the phenomenon of twins born with different skin colors. They engage in a hands-on simulation of meiosis and mathematical computations to gather evidence. Through a series of collaborative activities, students form and defend a claim about what causes this phenomenon to occur. 

ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· [bookmark: _Hlk218697608]A. Collaborative: Engagement in dialogue with others
· 2: Interacting with others in written English in various communicative forms (print, communicative technology, and multimedia)
ELA Instructional Resource
How a Picture Tells a Story: Write a Narrative Beginning
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students use a photograph as a creative reference to write a strong narrative beginning, encompassing elements such as character, setting, point-of-view, and mood/tone. With support of anchor charts, structured dialogue, and collaborative discussions, students share, revise, and respond to create and edit narrative beginnings.
Math Instructional Resource
Pack the Chocolate: Communicate Reasoning
Grade Level: 5
Description: Students use the formula for volume to compare boxes and determine which can hold the most cubes, creating both oral and written explanations of their reasoning. They will justify their choice by making a case with evidence and clear mathematical reasoning. Language support is provided through anchor charts, sentence frames, Spanish cognates and more. 
Science Instructional Resource
All Systems Go!
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students create an argument both orally and in writing, using evidence, to support the idea that the body is a system and has interacting subsystems. With the aid of a word wall, sentence frames and a gallery walk, students discuss evidence with each other. Students write an argument from the evidence collected from the physical model or evidence cards connecting this with their initial claim and reasoning. 
ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· A. Collaborative: Engagement in dialogue with others
· 3: Offering and supporting opinions and negotiating with others in communicative exchanges
ELA Instructional Resource
Sort for Support: Text Evidence for a Writer’s Claim
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students follow a structured process to analyze sources and select textual evidence to support an author's idea or claim. Teacher modeling and visual supports help students understand both content and language. Collaborative strategies and sentence frames provide structured opportunities to practice speaking and writing.
Math Instructional Resource
Sorting Shapes
Grade Level: 3
Description: Students engage in an investigation of quadrilaterals using geoboards and geoboard paper. Students create, draw, and sort shapes and explain, using defining attributes, which group their shapes will be in. Using structured dialogue, as needed, students contribute to discussions about quadrilaterals and the attributes of different types of quadrilaterals. 
Science Instructional Resource
In the Beginning...
Grade Level: HS
Description: In this lesson, students analyze the spectral lines of distance galaxies to explain the motion of galaxies as a first step in the development of the Big Bang Theory. Collaborative discussions and peer feedback provide structured opportunities for students to practice explaining their thinking using academic language.
ELD Standard
Part I—INTERACTING IN MEANINGFUL WAYS
· A. Collaborative: Engagement in dialogue with others
· 4: Adapting language choices to various contexts (based on task, purpose, audience, and text type
ELA Instructional Resource
Shades of Meaning: From Vague to Precise
Grade Level: 6
Description: Students sort, rank and evaluate how different words with similar meanings impact the overall meaning of a piece of writing and collaborate in pairs to determine shades of meaning in groups of words to apply this understanding to their own writing. Students determine shades of meaning in sets of related words and compare the denotation and connotation of the words to understand the importance of word choice in writing.
Math Instructional Resource
Winning with Twinning: Rigid Motions in Geometry
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students use the definition of congruence in terms of rigid motion to explain and describe whether two triangles are congruent. This lesson supports English learners by building academic vocabulary through anchor charts, cognates, and explicit connections between everyday language and math terms. Collaborative activities and games provide engaging opportunities to practice academic language while reinforcing conceptual understanding.


Science Instructional Resource
The Apple of My Eye
Grade Level: 4
Description: In this lesson, students will be exploring the concept of light and how the eye sees light. Sentence frames, bilingual dictionaries, and learning logs provide structured support for developing academic language through writing and discussion. Collaborative strategies and opportunities to share ideas help students build confidence in explaining their thinking using both everyday and scientific language.
You can find other ELD Aligned Resource documents on the CAASPP and ELPAC Tools for Teachers Resources page.
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